Richelieu

power of Spain in another part of her wide posses-
sions. Catalonia, at the eastern extremity of the
Pyrenees and adjoining Languedoc, was inhabited
by a hardy and vigorous population, Lang ruled
by the counts of Barcelona, it had been annexed to
Aragon as a result of marriage alliances. The pro-
vince still enjoyed many privileges, which, if they
had been respected, would have preserved its char-
acter as a free, and almost an independent State,.
But the Spanish were loath to respect the privi-
leges of any possessions which came under their rule;
during the reign of Philip IV., sukliers were quar-
tered in Catalonia, the people were treated with
brutality, their rights disregarded, and their prop.
erty plundered. Olivaress wrote the viceroy with
the misdirected energy of despotism :

" If you do not oblige the people to bring on their
backs all the wheat, barley, and utrnw that is found* you
will fail in what you owe to God, your King, and the
blood in your veins. If the privileges til the province do
not interfere with what you have to do, it were well to
conform to them, but, if they cauie delay, were it but for
an hour, he is an enemy to his country who will yield to
them,"

It is by such measures that Spain has succeeded in
dissipating a great foreign empire,

In 1640, Catalonia and Roussillon declared them-
selves independent of the Spanish Crown, and, in
the following year, they were united to France by a
treaty which guaranteed their privileges and rights,
The people were weary of misrule and welcomedened thewhich Bernard of Weimar won forics of the various trades waited* Theis victoriese was slow in putting his.forces to, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
